JIM CUMMINS:   THE EFFECT OF STIGMATIZATION UPON STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
INTERNATIONAL EXAMPLES:

In Sweden, where Finnish people are considered inferior, the Finnish children fail in school more often than Swedish children.  When Finns move to Australia where Finnish people are perceived in a positive way and are welcomed, the Finnish children do as well as anyone else in school.

In Japan, the Burakumin (who are the garbage collectors, who remove dead bodies and are darker-skin Japanese) are treated as inferior and are excluded from “polite” society, the children of the Burakumin do poorly in school.  But when children of the Burkumin come to the United States and are treated simply as “Japanese” immigrants, the children do well in school.  Also, Koreans are treated as an inferior people in Japan and their children fail in Japanese schools.  When Koreans come to the U.S., and are treated as Korean 

immigrants, their children succeed – often excel in school.
American black children who attended school in St. Croix in the Virgin Islands did better than black children who were native to St. Croix.  Blacks from Jamaica who attended a high school in Washington DC did better than blacks who grew up in black neighborhoods in DC.

WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS OF THESE FINDINGS THAT AN ETHNIC OR RACIAL GROUP WILL DO WELL IN SCHOOL IN ONE COUNTRY BUT NOT IN ANOTHER?
[DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE]
JIM CUMMINS:  FINDINGS SUGGEST:
1.  That any genetic or racial explanation of school failure by minority groups is highly unlikely

2.  Any explanation of school failure in terms of some cultural deficiency loses credibility because most immigrant grpups are clearly “deficient” in terms of their knowledge of the folkways of the  host country.
When the international pattern of minority success and failure is viewed in conjunction with varying relations of DOMINANCE and SUBORDINATION [DOMINATED GROUPS] in the home and host societies, another explanation emerges:  THE TREATMENT OF A GROUP OF PEOPLE: IF A GROUP IS VIEWED IN A LOWER CLASS STATUS, STIGMATIZED FROM BIRTH AS “INFERIOR”, SYSTEMATICALLY EXLUDED FROM BETTER PAYING JOBS, LABELED OUTCASTS, SUFFER DISCRIMINATION AND SEGREGATION, THEIR CHILDREN MORE OFTEN FAIL IN SCHOOL.

HOMOGENEOUS GROUPING = USING A SINGLE VARIABLE

HETEROGENEOUS GROUPING = USING MULTIPLE VARIABLES 
DOMINANT GROUPS – MACRO – HIGH STATUS BASED UPON WEALTH, PRIVILEGE AND POWER

DOMINATED GROUPS – MICRO – LOW STATUS BASED UPON POVERTY, UNDERP\RIVILEGED, POWERLESS

STATUS JUDGEMENTS - USUALLY DETERMENED BY DOMINANT GROUPS – ARE BASED UPON ATTITUDES THAT ARE ENTRENCHED IN BELIEF-SYSTEMS [RELIGIOUS,  IDEOLOGICAL, AND POLITICAL],  DELUSIONS OF GRANDEUR AND SUPERIORITY, RACISM, SEXISM, HOMOPHOBIA, SURNAME, ETHNIC GROUP IDENTITY, GEOGRAPHIC REGION, AND SOCIOCULTURAL HISTORY.   

